Successful prophylaxis of Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia with trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole in AIDS patients with previous allergic reactions.
Thirty-four homosexual patients with AIDS were treated for Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia between April 1984 and November 1985. All 31 survivors were treated with oral trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (TMP-SMX) prophylaxis immediately upon completion of intravenous therapy, despite the prior occurrence of hypersensitivity reactions to intravenous TMP-SMX in 21 of these patients. Only four patients had subsequent reactions to oral TMP-SMX requiring the drug's discontinuation. None of the patients remaining on prophylaxis developed recurrent Pneumocystis pneumonia. Oral TMP-SMX appears effective at preventing recurrent Pneumocystis pneumonia in patients with AIDS. Hypersensitivity reactions during therapy with TMP-SMX may not be a contraindication to continuation of therapy and subsequent oral prophylaxis.